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In Thee, O Lord, I put my trust; 
Let me not be put to shame! 
Because of Thy justice rescue me! 
Turn to me Thy ear! 
Swiftly rescue me! 
Be to me a protecting God! 
And a place of refuge so that Thou 
mayest save me! 
For Thou art my strength and 





my refuge; 
And because of Thy name Thou 
wilt guide me, and foster me. 
Thou wilt loose me from the 
snare which they have secret- 
ly laid for me. 
For Thou art my Protector; 
Into Thy hands I entrust my 
spirit 
Thou dost rescue me, O Lord, 
Thou faithful God! 


Thou hatest those who hold to vain 
idols. 
But I do put my trust in the 
Lord. 
I exult and rejoice because of Thy 
goodness: 
For Thou dost look upon my hu- 
miliation, 
And bringest rescue to my soul 
in times of need. 
Thou dost not surrender me into 
the hands of enemies; 
Thou settest my feet in open 
spaces. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I 
am straitened! 
My eye is dim because of trouble. 





1945 Without Interracial Justice \| 





Wsalm 30 


For my life is passing away in 
pain; 

And my years in sighs. 

My strength is weakened through 
misery; 

And my bones are shaken. 

Because of all my foes I have be- 
come an object of bitter re- 
proach; 

Even to my neighbors, and to 
friends have I become an ob- 
ject of dread. 

They that see me abroad, do fly 
from me. 

To oblivion I am abandoned alto- 
gether, like one, dead; 

I am become like a shattered 
vessel, 

For I hear the censure of many, 

Who dwell round about; 

When they gather together against 





They plan to take my life. 
But I put my trust in Thee, O Lord! 
I say: Thou art my God! 

In Thy hand is my fate; snatch me 

from the power 
Of my foes and persecutors! 

Let Thy face shine upon Thy Ser- 
vant; 

Save me for the sake of Thy 
mercy; 

O Lord, let me not be put to shame, 
for I call on Thee! 

May the godless be brought to 
shame and cast down to the 
underworld. 

May deceiving lips be silent, 
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Which speak evil things against 
the just man, 
In pride and contempt. 
How rich is Thy great goodness, O 
Lord, 
Which Thou storest up for those 
who fear Thee, 
Which Thou dost accomplish for 
those that trust in Thee, 
Before all the world! 
Thou dost shield them with the 
protection of Thy countenance. 
From the disturbing schemes of 
men; 
Thou dost shelter them in Thy 
tent from the calumny of 
tongues. 


Blessed be the Lord! for, in won- 
derous fashion, He doth show 
His mercy towards me, 
In a city besieged. 
I had said in the dismay of my 
mind, 
“I am cast out from Thy eyes!” 
Yet Thou dost hear the words of 
my prayer 
When I cry to Thee! 


Love the Lord all ye that worship 
Him; 
For the Lord demandeth loyalty, 
And he doth fully requite those 
that act proudly. 
Do bravely, and let your courage 





be strengthened— 
All you who trust in the Lord! 
(Translation taken from “The 
Psalms, ” by the Very Reverend 
Patrick Canon Boylan.) 
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Friendship House Staff Workers 


(Continued from last issue) 


HEREFORE the Staff Workers of Friendship 
T House ask no salary for their work. They give 

up the use of such moneys as they may indi- 
vidually possess. They wear second-hand clothes 
which they take from those donated to the poor. 
They eat the food which in quality and quantity 
constitutes the diet of the poor, limiting themselves 
to the five dollars per week which in 1938 govern- 
mental relief agencies allotted to single persons on 
relief, and multiplying that sum by the number of 
Staff Workers in any particular house. 

They accept the insecurity for their old age, 
because it is the lot of the poor. They make use of 
such -hospital and medical care as is available to 
the poor under:a modest social insurance plan. 
(Friendship House has such insurance with the Co- 
operative Health Insurance Co.) For dental care 
they either depend on private dentists, who in their 
charity make special prices for them, or make use 
of dental clinics open to the indigent of the cities. 

This life they lead for their personal sanctification, 
remembering that Christ Himself was poor, and that 
their ultimate goal is “to put on Christ,” in atone- 
ment for the selfishness and greed of such rich, as 
have forgotten to be their brothers’ keepers; and as 
a way to lighten the burden of the poor, whose 
confidence they must gain. This voluntary sharing 
of the plight of the poor helps to make a lighter and 
more acceptable burden for the poor of the poverty 
that makes them much like Christ: 


The WORK of a Friendship House Staff Worker 
cannot be understood unless something is said about 
the physical nature of the typical Friendship House, 
the distinctive technique which Friendship House 
has developed in its own apostolate, and the official 
place of Friendship House in the community. 


Every Friendship House is not necessarily a 
“house,” as was the FH which was opened first of 
all in Canada. It might well be a store or a group 
of stores remodelled and redecorated to furnish 
lending libraries, offices, Youth Clubs, and centers 
for Catholic Adult Education. 


Such is the “set up” in New York City and Chi- 
cago. In each place, the group of stores are rented 
on the first floor, so as to attract and interest the 
passer-by. All are rented in close proximity—next 
to each other or across the street—to form a com- 
pact and distinctive group in a given block, and to 
present a unified picture to the people who visit it. 


In technique IT IS ONE OF THE CARDINAL 
PRINCIPLES OF FRIENDSHIP HOUSE TO LIVE 


WITH THOSE WHOM THEY HAVE THE JOY OF 
SERVING, to find real joy in living as they live, to 
carry on the tradition as much as possible of Christ’s 
own life, during which He perfectly identified Him- 
self with the poor and lowly. In Canada FH Staff 
Workers worked with the foreign born and the 
victims of thé’ great depression. In United States 
they are working with the victims of racial injustice, 
coming to know the Negro people, living their lives, 
sharing their burdens, fighting for justice. In the 
U. S. A., Friendship Houses are interracial houses, 
located where Negroes live, and where Staff Work- 
ers must live too. 

In the community Friendship House is officially 
looked upon as a Settlement House. But in the eyes 
of God it must be much more than that. It is not 
satisfied with kindness for its own sake, but kind- 
ness for thé Love of God, not with justice for its own 
sake, but justice for the Justice of God, not with 
piety in a “holier than thou” sense, but piety in the 
services of God and one’s neighbor. In other words, 
Friendship House exists not only in order to allevi- 
ate human distress in all possible ways, but also 
and above all, TO EXTEND THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD BY BRINGING SOULS TO HIM, BY PRO- 
CLAIMING HIS TRUTHS, AND ENDEAVORING 
TO APPLY THEM TO ALL MODERN PROBLEMS. 

Friendship House has the following departments: 


1. Executive 

2. Financial 

3. Office 

4. Training for Staff Workers 

5. Lending Catholic Library 

6. Youth Clubs 

7. Social Work 

8. Mothers’ Clubs 

9. Adult Catholic Education. 
10. Salvage and Clothing Center 
11. Friendship House Press 

12. Friendship House News (a monthly news- 


paper) 
13. Friendship House Lecture Bureau 
14. Household Dept. 
15. Visitors 

In glancing over these departments, each of which 
has several sub-divisions, you will come to realize 
that the scope of work-opportunities is limitless for 
anyone desiring to join the family of Friendship 
House Staff Workers. For there is work for all to 
do, those of high academic education and those with 
none, as well as those “in-between.” Those with 
specialized talents and learning and those simply 
willing to give their life to the service of God’s 
needy and oppressed ... ALL ARE WELCOME. 

Each of these departments is in charge of a Staff 
Worker. Often there is more than one apiece to go 
around. Usually the subdivisions are headed by 
some of the many local Volunteers who give so 
graciously and generously of their free time and 
talent to the work of keeping Friendship House 
going, both in New York and Chicago. 

Often it becomes advisable to train a Staff Worker 
for a particular job, someone who has peculiar 
aptitudes and talents which could be developed for 
a specialized type of work. To these Friendship 
House offers scholarships, either to accredited Uni- 
versities and Colleges, leading to degrees, or to 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Staff Reporter 


By M. C. K. 


MAGINE meeting six brothers 
I and sisters, some of them for 

the first time, and finding them 
real companions-in-arms with the 
same ideals and enthusiasms! That 
was the great joy of the Harlem 
Friendship House staff when they 
welcomed the Chicago group, Ann, 
Tena, Teavy, Blanche, Cliff and 
Ken, to the second annual Friend- 
ship House convention. 


These ideals we had received 
from the Baroness Catherine de 
Hueck and she was here with us 
to clarify the lay apostolate, 
Friendship House style. For five 
days, from 10 in the morning to 10 
at night, we discussed our prob- 
lems in living up to our principles. 
In the daytime we sat in the cozy 
(with the help of the gas stove) 
new reading room which Marie in- 
tends to use to furnish information 
about our faith to prospective or 
newly-received converts who need 
Catholic friends and atmosphere. 
At night we opened our meetings 
to the public, which packed our 
library to the bursting point. 

Only a few highlights of the dis- 
cussions can find room in this 
space. In discussing Holy Poverty 
the Baroness said the saints under- 
stood the wealth there was in pov- 
erty by studying the life of Christ. 
His incarnation took place in a 
stable, beneath destitution. His 
poverty was greater than that of 
the animals, for He had no place 
to lay His head. He allowed Him- 
self to be completely stripped. The 
world worships comfort but criti- 
cizes followers of Christ who do. 
If we allow any created thing to 
come between us and Christ we 
cannot see His face clearly. When 
you can feel that possessions are a 
burden you are approaching Him. 


N discussing training of staff 

workers the Baroness said that 

Friendship House is the apos- 
tolate of the marketplace, training 
commandos of God who will go out 
into the world bringing back in- 
formation about the activities of 
the enemy and also prisoners to 
Christ. That was what Melita 
meant when she said that FH vol- 
unteers lead an amphibious life, 
seeing the Christian life at Friend- 
ship House and then going out into 
the world which often opposes and 
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ridicules followers of Christ if they 
are bold enough to preach and 
practice their ideals. 

Belle and Ken discussed the role 
of men in Friendship House. It is 
a very important one. Men can 
set an example of chastity to a 
world which believes it impossible. 
They can study the working condi- 
tions of fathers of families, do 
youth work with boys and teen- 
agers, co-ops and credit unions, 


adult education, and public rela- 











tions with men’s groups. They can 
also call for donations and do the 
heavy cleaning, portraying in prac- 
tice the dignity of labor. There are 
now only two men at Friendship 
House, but many young servicemen 
say they hope to come after the 
war as they have seen face-to-face 
the ugly visage of race hatred and 
want to do something about it. 

In her talk about the vocation to 
Friendship House, Ann said that 
FH cannot compete with other or- 
ganizations in equipment and 
buildings but there is no competi- 
tion in the market of love. Our 


prayer life should dictate and in- 











LIGHTS 
AND SHADOWS 


BY EDDIE DOHERTY 






E have spent hundreds of 
years and millions of dollars 
in the erection of cathedrals. 
We have spared neither pain nor 


talent in making 
house of God. Love and sacrifice 
and dream and _ inspiration—we 
have spent them without limit for 
the temples of our Truth. 


beautiful the 


And yet— 
And yet a few nights ago, in one 
of the bleakest districts in Chi- 


cago, I heard profound truth spok- 
en. It was not in a church. The 
place was a converted store front 
on a street-car line. 

It was a dark street, and a filthy 


one. (And in the alleys all over 
the neighborhood garbage was 
piled high.) Men and women 


walked past the store front, laugh- 
ing loudly. Children chased each 
other with joyous screams. Truck 
drivers, caught in a tangle of traf- 
fic, honked their sirens. Street-car 
motormen answered with the 
clanging of bells. And every so 
often, high above the street, the L 
trains thundered. 

Monsignor Hildenbrand was 
speaking to a little group of men 
and women, Negroes, Chinese and 
others. And despite the noise out- 
side the room he could be heard 
perfectly—because each one in the 
audience listened with reverent at- 
tention. He was speaking on the 
Mass, and the Mystical Body of 
Christ—and the sublime fact that 
the Mass is offered all over the 
world and every hour of the day, 
and that wherever and whenever it 
is offered, it is offered for all the 


members of the Mystical Body, 
whether they attend or not. 
Truth, born in a stable, still 


walks in the slums at times. Come 
to Chicago’s Friendship House 
some night and meet Truth there. 


EOE RET SOTA LLANE TLE MME HSE 


spire the active life. Action should 
be the spilling over of our love for 
God. Our Lord said to St. Cath- 
arine of Siena, “I still require that 
you should love me as I love you. 
I have placed you in the midst of 
your fellows that you may render 
them the same love wherewith I 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Around the House 


By ANN HARRIGAN 


THE WINDS OF MARCH bring a sudden unbe- 
lievable reminder that Spring isn’t far behind. 
Which means that in a few short weeks many will 
be leaving school for the Summer vacations... or 
for FH Vacation School. 

A DATE WITH CHRIST for six weeks—that is 
our Vacation School, a chance to live close to Christ 
and the things of God as they apply to every-day 
living. 

An integral Christian—that is what most of us 
hunger to be... and are not. For we do not know 
the way, we do not see the means, our whole pat- 
tern of values is so confused. We think religion is a 
separate thing which has no connection with daily 
life—and this is the very core of our confusion. So 
at FH, those who come to work in the vacation school 
will be taught just that—“Where there is charity and 
loving friendship, there God ever dwells. For in our 
very midst amongst us, dwells Christ our God,” as 
the Holy Thursday hymn so beautifully says. 

To learn to be a living and growing cell in the 
Mystical Body of Christ, to come alive to all the 
glory God means for us as His adopted sons—this is 
what FH tries to nurture in the willing hearts of 
those who come for this summer period. 

We do this by giving God an important place in 
our day, every day. Mass, Communion meditation, 
spiritual reading, monthly dialog Mass, and our an- 
nual retreat visibly demonstrate these things. And 
these are work, important work. 

THEN YOU WILL SPEND your mornings and 
afternoons either with the children, or in the office, 
kitchen, or library. Experienced leaders will help 
you plan your work and to adjust to your new and 
perhaps strange surroundings. For Chicago is hot 
in the Summer, make no mistake. There’s lots of 
noise with the L’s overhead, trolleys and trucks 
clafiging by, and the closeness of our quarters will 
bring home to you very clearly what fifth-rate hous- 
ing means to live in, work in and play in. 

But your being there, our being there is bringing 
Christianity into the market place. Especially is the 
Christian virtue of Justice sadly lacking in our mar- 
ket places, and even in our ivory towers. Too long 
have we held aloof from our colored brethren—and 
what has been the result? All the evils of Jim Crow- 
ism—injustice and discrimination, to you—have been 
allowed to grow, killing the bodies of the colored and 
killing the souls of the white. Coming to FH will 
acquaint you with some of the fundamental rights 
that IN JUSTICE are due the Negro—proper hous- 
ing, fair representation before the law, equal oppor- 
tunity for equal ability in jobs, adequate hospitali- 
zation, etc. 

FIFTY DOLLARS WILL COVER the rent and 
other costs. If you are really determined but can’t 
procure that much, maybe you or we can beg, bor- 
row or—get the money somehow. If God wants you 
to come, He will see to it that you do. A little matter 
like money is nothing to Him who holds the whole 
world and all it contains in the palm of His hand. 

Ordinary Summer clothing that is light and dur- 
able is best—thin dresses or suits, sockettes, flats, 
a bathing suit, etc. A camera, a typewriter, books 
ci music and songs, musical instruments—all will be 


useful. A New Testament, missal, 
a notebook are practically indis- 
pensable. 

As our apostolate is interracial 
you may live in a colored or a 
white neighborhood. We take our 
three meals a day in the little 
kitchen behind the Library, and 
your dinner companion may be a 
priest, a down-and-outer, a social 
worker, a curiosity seeker, a sinner 
or a saint .. . all members of the 
Mystical Body. 

One wéek preceding the opening 
of the school, we hold a semaine 
sociale, a week of studies, discus- 
sions, bull sessions, etc., on the so- 
cial and historical principles that 
make up present-day problems 
(seen from the Catholic view- 
point), with special study of Ne- 
gro-White relations and techniques 
—which help orientate the new- 
comer to FH. 

Will you keep a date with Christ 
this Summer? Write to Blanche 
Scholes for further information. 





KIDS 


Mice JERRY, a physical edu- 


cation instructor in the 

schools, is coming down 
twice a week to conduct exercises 
for the Martinettes. The councilors 
agreed to participate in the calis- 
thenics. They wanted to keep 
time for the children and also they 
thought that the exercises would 
be good for their physical develop- 
ment. Miss Jerry told all the chil- 
dren to stand on their toes and 
bend over and touch their toes. She 
began to count—one, two, three, 
four. 

She began an inspection to see if 
the group was following her in- 
structions. As she approached Her- 
man he was not touching his toes. 
“Come on, can’t you reach the 
ground,” she said. “You are not a 
stiff old man, are you?” 

As Herman straightened up to 
make another trial, he looked and 
saw Mr. Clif bending over with his 
finger tips about a foot away from 
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the ground. Herman replied, “ 
but Mr. Clif is!” 

The next exercise was thésc@ 
She told the children to coun’ 
themselves. Each time one of 
Staff Workers went down tl 
was a certain crack and groan. } 
Jerry asked what was the noise 


heard. “Oh, that’s Mr. e 
James. “He is keeping ti 2A 
his bones.” 


She then told everyone to ru 
the same place for twenty- 
counts. Each time she we 
speed up the pace. The chilc 
were all panting and end 
to keep the pace when Miss Je 
asked, “Who isn’t running?” | 
Mr. Ken,” said Ida. “He can’t 
past fifteen.” 


After the period was over 
councillors were discussi "4 
riod. One suggested a coed 
structor, another liniment and 
rest said, “Forget it.” 

Clif Thome 


Personalism, 
By KENNETH LAWES 
(Continued from last month 


Take housing for example. } 
of the colored people have to 
in an area known as the black | 
hemmed in on all sidegpby 
croaching industry and restric 
covenants imposed by the w 
people. Lacking room to exp 
they are forced to overcrowd 
old dwellings vacated and de 
orated by whites. The j 
Negro war workers from 
aggravates the situatio 
landlords, mostly absent 
rich on the exorbitant ren’ 
people have to pay, though 
them belong to the lowest 
groups. y 

Another right flowing from 
dignity of the human perso 
adequate return from one’s k 
and the right to work under de 
conditions. Yet thousands 0 
groes are excluded from ipbs 
other basis but that of t 
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when they are employed, in many 
cases they are underpaid. 

In the city of New Orleans, 
Negro teachers receive ten dollars 
less per month than white teachers 
in the same group. In many parts 
of the South the difference is even 
greater. 

HE lot of the Southern share- 
cropper, both white and Ne- 
gro, involves so many viola- 

tions of human rights as to cry to 
heaven for vengeance. 

Likewise the right to life—not to 
mention the right of private prop- 
erty and to justice in the courts—is 
violated in numerous acts of mob 
violence, lynchings and _ unfair 
trials. 

But why multiply instances of 
violations of human rights when 
the daily papers are full of them? 
To America’s Negro race problem, 
labor problem, Jewish problem, 
there is only one answer—and that 
is Personalism. In fact, is not that 
the answer to all the problems we 
face in our individual, family and 





social relations? Is it not the an- 
swer to that most vexatious prob- 
lem of war and peace in the world 
today? It most assuredly is! But 
make no-mistake! Personalism is 
not confined to social problems in 
their mere material aspect. It cer- 
tainly does not overlook these— 
only it goes far deeper. 

Mere interest in such things as 
housing, suitable wages, recreation, 
etc., might make one a perfectly 
good humanitarian, but not a per- 
sonalist. For the personalist is also 
interested in the mental and spirit- 
ual welfare of people. He wants to 
see the slums go, not that luxury, 
but that virtue might thrive there. 
And his motive is all-important— 
what he does, he does for the love 
of God. 

Thus, unless he follows in all his 
individual and collective relations 
with his fellows the example and 
teaching of that greatest of all Per- 
sonalists who was solicitous for 
the whole man—Jesus of Nazareth 
—he can lay no claim to person- 
alism. 


————— _ 


Help Us to F ight This 
Gross Miscarriage 
of Justice! 


EVEILLE rang out, but Ser- 

geant X was already awake. 

He got up, dressed, and made 

for the mess hall. A lot of men 

were ahead of him. Only a few 

scraps were left of the pancakes 
served that morning. 

But then..this wasn’t the first 
time in months and months of sec- 
ond-class food, assignments, etc. 
This was only a Negro outfit, of 
course. .so who cared very much.. 
but this was the Ordnance division 
..the heart of the supplies, which 
if crippled or put out of commis- 
sion, put all the units out..and so 
the most vulnerable. .the first tar- 
get of the enemy..so what? 

Was there an order? Sergeant X 
didn’t hear it, but the men were 
moving to the rec hall, so there 
must’ve been one. He got over 
there and there seemed to be a 
restlessness about the men, his men, 
whom he loved like his own fam- 
ily. They*had entrusted him with 
unbelievable sums of money. He 
had written their letters of a high- 
ly confidential nature. They had 
told him of the birth of their sons, 
the deaths, the woes, the home 
news, the blues..they were his 
own. And they loved him, too, 
these war toughened privates and 
corporals and sergeants—they had 
been through a lot together. .jim 
crowism was well known to them, 
and its more recent angles welded 
them together almost like blood 
brothers. But that seemed long 
ago. 

Sergeant Y was asked by the 
captain if there were any com- 
plaints? The sergeant said, “Yes, 
sir. The men are discontented.” 
The captain said, “Well, if that’s 
the way you feel, you can take off 
your stripes”..which the sergeant 
did. Then Sergeant X said to the 
captain, “But captain, I don’t think 
it’s fair to discipline a man when 
he answers the question you put 
to him in a straightforward way!” 
And the captain said, “Well, if 
that’s the way you feel about it, 
you can take off your stripes, too.” 


ATER eighteen men of this 
i outfit, including these two 


men, were court-martialed 


and given TWENTY YEARS’ im- 


prisonment for the above offense! 
For the past ten months, these men 
have been in jail, not only prison- 
ers, but Negro  prisoners—and 
there is a difference. 

Friendship House is going to ap- 
peal to our Commander-in-Chief. . 
for we are sure that if he reviews 
the case carefully, he will see what 
a great injustice has been done. 
And we can vouch for the charac- 
ter of Sergeant X, a daily commu- 
nicant, a young man of great social 
vision infused with desire to love 
God and all his fellow men, even 
his fellow white brethren, though 
he has suffered much from their 
hands. 

One thing we can pray and do 
penance for desperately this Lent 
is that men will see the terrible 
evils that come about because of 
the injustices we render to our fel- 
low men, allow to happen, or do 
nothing about. Sergeant X is a 
man of strong character and disci- 
pline who would do nothing except 
under the greatest provocation. 
What of the men, thousands of 
them in our armed forces and else- 





where who are being constantly 
ground down by Jim Crowism, who 
may be less disciplined? 

Some southerners, they say, were 
afraid to let Negroes go to war be- 
cause this gives them some taste of 
freedom and, moreover, gives them 
the feel of guns..dangerous in 
view of present injustices. But 
what of those other weapons, worse 
by far, of vengeance bred by bit- 
terness and the denial of ordinary 
human rights? 

In the name of Justice, no less 
common decency, these men should 
be released and sent back to duty 
along the fronts where they are 
needed so desperately. The 600 
pages which comprise the trial 
notes all boil down to this trifling 
incident—and twenty years’ im- 
prisonment is the punishment! 


You cannot give in Charity 
that which is due in Justice. 
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The Baroness Jots It Down 


et oe of Lovers, I thank you. Of course, St. Valentine, I know 
that you and I are friends of long standing. All of seven years. 
For wasn’t it on your very own feast day, seven years ago, that I 


came to Harlem and started Friendship House in that one room? 


And 


since then our birthday and your feast day have been one. 

You have been so gracious and kind to us through all these past 
years and I thank you muchly for all the gifts and favors. But you cer- 
tainly outdid yourself this year, St. Valentine!!! Was it because SEVEN 


years is a very special birthday, as 
it were? For one comes that day 


to the age of reason. Whatever 
your motives, we thank you for the 
precious gift you gave us. For we 
all know that it was you who must 
have spoken earnestly to the Lord 
of Love and asked Him to bless 
specially this Convention of 
Friendship Houses. 

He did, St. Valentine, He did. 
Thank you. For it really was the 
BEST Convention ever. Why? 
Because it was full of Love. No 
one worried about the “other fel- 
low’s mistakes or faults.” All 
viewed whatever problems and 
discussions there were to have or 
solve in the light of St. Paul’s great 
Epistle on Charity, and all each 
one really wanted to know most, 
was how to love God better, and 
serve Him, in His brethren—our 
neighbors—better. 

YOU, SAINT VALENTINE, 
KNOW, DON’T YOU, THAT 
WHEN ALL THAT WORRIES A 
GROUP OF ORDINARY, HUMAN 
CATHOLICS, IS HOW TO LOVE 
GOD MORE. HOW TO SERVE 
HIM BETTER. THEN ALL IS 
WELL. WITH THE GROUP AND 
WITH THE CONVENTION. 
THANK YOU, SAINT VALEN- 
TINE. OH! THANK YOU FOR 
THE MOST WONDERFUL GIFT 
OF ALL—THAT OF CARITAS. 


* * * 


T was grand to have Audrey 
Sullivan with us. She was the 
Canadian Delegate to our Con- 

vention. She came representing 
the Social Forum and its active 


groups, who not only help to pub- 
lish a lively little paper, which was 
founded eight years ago by Rev. 
Fr. T. Smith Sullivan, O. M. L., 
and myself, and is now ably run 
by Jack Fulton, but who also do 
many corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy across the border. Many 
of the people in those groups were 
oldtimers of Friendship House in 
Canada. We fervently hope that 
Audrey’s visit is the beginning of 
many more. And that we all will 
grow in love and Friendship. 
ok * * 


AM sorely afraid that some of 

my communication lines with 

Heaven have been _ severed 
lately by some stray rocket bomb 
that flew out of its appointed 
course. For there is no other rea- 
son that I can understand, why we 
are not getting any results on that 
country house in Wisconsin, that 
we have set our hearts on. 

Wisconsin is such a grand state. . 
its people so friendly. .its scenery 
so grand. And we want to know 
them better, live amongst them at 
least part of the year. So we have 
been praying..to Bl. Martin, St. 
Martha, St. Anthony, St. Joseph.. 
but so far no answer. .either from 
Heaven or Wisconsin. 

What is it we want? 
want a nice all-year-round country 
house. With a good heating plant. 
We don’t care what it is so long as 
it keeps us warm. We would like 
to have that house located near, 
within a walking distance of a 
Catholic Church (a mile or so). 
We would like it to be quite near 
a body of water..lake..river.. 
either is OK. We want a modicum 
of privacy. .some acreage, to plant 
our kitchen and flower garden in 
and on..we would not mind a 
small farm. 

What will we use it for? A Sum- 
mer school of Interracial Catholic 
Technique, a rest home for our 
work weary Staff Workers, a place 
for our days of recollection and re- 


HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 


March, 1945 


Chicago’s Local Director 


NN HARRIGAN, §affection- 
A ately known in FH as “Anita” 

the bombshell, not from 
Brazil, but from Brooklyn. For 
that is where she was born, on 
March eleventh (St. Joseph’s 
month) some thirty-three years 
ago. 

Catholic Grade School, Catholic 
High School, Catholic College (St. 
Joseph’s again and again in Brook- 
lyn) the girl is surely all tied up 
with St. Joseph, and a good person 
he is to be tied up with. 

Ann came to Friendship House 
years ago, a little after its founda- 
tion. She worked with us as a vol- 
unteer for five years. But what a 
volunteer—she was that miracle— 
a bombshell that explodes and ex- 
plodes over and over again, and 
showers all around her with flames 
of the love of God. For Annie 
shines, shimmers, glows with just 
that virtue, LOVE OF GOD. And 
like most Irish she does not know 
the meaning of the word “impos- 
sible.” The impossible is always 
possible to her who has the FAITH. 

Today she is the Local Director 
of Friendship House, Chicago. She 
started it from scratch and now it 
is pulsating with life and activities. 
She has eight staff workers there, 
and umpteen volunteers—and to 
them, to all who come, Ann gives 


Well, we -§ 


and gives constantly, generously of 
the spirit of Him who brought her 
to Friendship House. To me Ann 
is a lamp—always filled with the 
precious oils of love of God—al- 
ways burning steadily and bright- 
ly before Him. 
Thank God for Ann. 


treats. It will be open all year 
round. We will have a_house- 
mother there. .Hello..Bl. Martin. . 
St. Martha..St. Joseph, St. An- 
thony..Hello..Hello .. Hello Wis- 
consin. .Hello. .connections, please. 
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Staff Reporters 
(Continued from page 3) 

have loved you, lavishly and with- 

out thought of return.” 
HURSDAY night Father Cant- 
well of Chicago said that the 
iworld knows that we are an ex- 
traordinary organization, but won- 
ders that we are so like the world 
in ordinary life. As members of the 

Mystical Body we are Christ living 

in the world in the 20th century. 

We have a responsibility to help 

the other members get to Heaven 

or we may not get there ourselves. 

The world, the Communists, and 

many Catholics fear the revolution 

which will come when we all act 
as if each man were part of Christ’s 

Mystical Body. In the parable of 

he Good Samaritan the striking 
thing is that he carried the wound- 

ed man to an inn where he had a 

charge account and a reputation 

and insisted on heip for this stran- 
ger. The economic argument may 
be the only one some people will 
listen to, so use it. Don’t accept the 
false idea that the holy virtue of 
prudence means watering down the 
ideal. The really prudent man 
sees his objective clearly, what God 


wants, and then tries to realize it. 
Let’s not float above the struggling 
world but let’s get into the battle 
and show Christ’s life to these pa- 
thetic people who have courage but 
don’t know the way. 

But the discussions came to an 
end and the visitors’ time was al- 
most over so we took them to a 
little Italian restaurant in Green- 
wich Village with good spaghetti 
and lots of atmosphere, but with a 
menu that suited our purse. After- 
wards Ken braved the cold air to 
take a Staten Island ferry ride, 
New York’s best nickel’s worth. 
The rest of us walked across Wash- 
ington Square in the moonlight and 
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took a Fifth Avenue bus back to 
Harlem. 


REAL pot-pourri of workers 

in various forms of the lay 

apostolate look place Sunday 
morning. We went to St. Michael’s 
Chapel to hear the beautiful Rus- 
sian liturgy and received Our Lord 
under both species. On the way 
out, Lu asked a man who seemed to 
be making everyone feel at home 
by helping them with the missal, 
“How do you say goodby in Rus- 
sian?” He replied, “I could tell you 
better in Gaelic. I’m Irish.” 

After Mass breakfast was served 
upstairs. The Baroness was the cen- 
ter of attraction with much hand- 
kissing and talk in Russian. Every- 
one was very friendly and we dis- 
covered many of us had mutual 
acquaintances. Then Arthur Shee- 
han invited us to see the Catholic 
Worker. Audrey Sullivan of the 
Toronto Social Forum, which was 
founded by the Baroness, was par- 
ticularly interested as their paper 
tries to fill the same place in Can- 
ada that the Catholic Worker does 
here. Dorothy Day was there to 
meet us, which was a rare treat. 
We went up to the third floor to 
see her flat which makes Madonna 
Flat’s straight chairs and studio 
couches seem_ sybaritic. Then 
Father Duffy showed us the new 
oven in a whitewashed basement 
down the street where good bread 
is being made by the Grail girls. 
He and the Baroness had a fine 
time exchanging recipes. We had 
some of the bread with coffee. Then 
the Baroness told us of Easter cus- 
toms in Russia. One of these was 
that before making his Easter con- 
fession her father called her moth- 
er, all the children, and servants. 
They lined up and he went down 
the line, making a deep bow and 
expressing to each one in reverent 
and courtly language his sorrow 
for any offenses he may have com- 
mitted against them during the 
year. The Baroness promised Dor- 
othy an article on Catholic Easter 
customs and we're looking forward 
to reading it. 

What a glorious week it was, the 
finest kind of a family reunion! 
There was sadness at parting, but 
we swapped hostages, as it were, 
Blanche Scholes staying in New 
York and Belle Bates going to Chi- 
cago for February. 
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Interior Decoration 
By Mary Agnes Shoemaker 


Y first thought when the 
Baroness told me I would be 

_ expected to run the house- 
hold department on two dollars a 
week per person and provide an 
average of thirty extra meals a 
week to visitors, volunteers, etc., 


on the seven staff ration books was 
“Ouch!” The second thought was, 
“Blessed Martin, you do it. I can’t.” 
Evidently he was listening and in- 
terested because I have now fin- 
ished my first year as housemother 
in Harlem FH, the hardest, hap- 
piest and most adventurous year of 
my life. 

If you want to know how it is 
done, ask Blessed Martin, because 
actually I cannot tell you. One 
thing I am sure of because I have 
tried it is that one cannot plan a 
week’s menus in advance due to 
the difficulty of preparing a bal- 
anced diet in the wartime economy. 
Against my beloved gang unbal- 
ance would be almost a sin as they 
rely on me to provide them with 
wholesome, nourishing food and 
both by obedience and thoughtful- 
ness eat what is put before them. 

Ruling out, as we must, on a 
small budget and few points, 
steaks, chops and expensive roasts, 
etc., I have discovered the nutri- | 
tiousness of beef and pork hearts, 
liver and tongues. Hearts are de- 
licious when stuffed with sage 
dressing and roasted or made into” 
a stew. Meat four times a week is 
sufficient and Spanish rice or maca- 
roni and cheese help to fill out the 
week nicely with fish for Friday. 

Salads made with grated raw 
carrots and raisins, or cabbage 
with ground oranges and peel are 
favorites, or one of my new dis- 

(Continued on page 8) 


April issue will be tabloid size—bigger and better! 





Staff Workers 


(Continued from page 2) 
extra-mural classes and courses 
that will fulfill the needed require- 
ments. 

Besides these academic forms of 
training, a broad spiritual training 
is given in Friendship House. The 
reasons are plain. First, it is re- 
alized that “the vocation” of a Staff 
Worker is still unusual in our day 
in the United States. Secondly, a 
Staff Worker is an Apostle who has 
to answer an extraordinary variety 
of questions, asked by visitors and 
friends who come for help to 
Friendship House. Finally, the 
type of life a Staff Worker leads 
necessitates a thorough spiritual 
preparation and alertness. 

At the base of this training is a 
thorough grounding in the_Litur- 
gical Life of the Church—the Mass, 
the Sacraments, Her public prayer. 
Staff Workers are helped, too, in 
acquiring the habit of mental 
prayer. Each is advised to get a 
personal spiritual director to direct 
and safeguard his work in the Lay 
Apostolate. This director is in ad- 
dition to the special clerical ad- 
viser of Friendship House, who is 
appointed by the Hierarchy. 

Staff Workers must also deepen 
their knowledge. Therefore under 
the guidance of specially selected 
priests and qualified lay people, 
Friendship House Staff Workers 
get a thorough instruction in The- 
ology for the layman, such as is 
necessary for their work, in Apolo- 
getics, in the method of the Evi- 
dence Guild, in the history of 
Unionism, labor movements, co- 
operatives and credit-unions, rural 
problems and back-to-the-land the- 
ories. The Social and Labor En- 
cyclicals, as well as the techniques 
and various activities of Catholic 
Action, form their major studies. 
Since in the United States, theirs 
is specifically the Negro Apos- 
tolate, the history of the race in 
both Africa and America, as well 
as the peculiar relations and prob- 
lems on the American interracial 
scene, are also studied. If desirous, 
each Staff Worker may also get the 
opportunity of studying First Aid 
. . . Home Nursing . . . Cook- 
ing and Household Management. 

Thus the days of a Friendship 
House Staff Worker are full and 
happy ones. They begin with at- 
tendance at Mass, at which the re- 
ception of Holy Communion is 
strongly advised. After breakfast, 
time is given for meditation and 
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personal chores. The work-day 
proper begin at ten and continues 
for eight hours according to in- 
dividual schedules. Friendship 
House itself is open from 10 a.m.- 
10 p.m. daily, except Sundays and 
holidays of obligation. After lunch, 
over an hour is given for visiting 
the Blessed Sacrament. After sup- 
per Compline is recited in common. 
Special schedules are arranged to 
make time for studies. 

Staff Workers are free to accept 
“dates” or to go out socially. A 
wide range of social and recrea- 
tional activities, both within and 
outside Friendship House proper, is 
provided for them through the 
year. For it is never forgotten that 
they are lay people. 

It could be argued that such a 
loosely knit organization might 
suffer in continuity, and thus its 
strength might be weakened. This 
would depend on two factors—the 
ultimate goal of Friendship House, 
and the measure of its trust and 
faith in God. 

Taking the last first, we ac- 
knowledge in all simplicity, that 
we have a complete trust in God, 
and stake on it the very existence 
of our Friendship Houses and their 
continuity. If it is the most Holy 
Will of God that Friendship House 
should exist, grow and multiply, IT 
WILL, no matter how strange and 
unusual its works, techniques and 
vocation may appear to the out- 
sider. Up to now we have for four- 
teen years, found this Holy Will of 
God expressed to us in the voice 
and approval of the Hierarchy AND 
THIS IS SUFFICIENT FOR US. 

As to the goal. We repeat. THE 
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GOAL OF FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
IS THE EXTENSION OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD’S TRUTH ON 
EARTH, THROUGH THE LAY 
APOSTOLATE FRIENDSHIP 
HOUSE STYLE, AND THIS DOES 
NOT ONLY MEAN THE POOR 
AND UNDERPRIVILEGED, IT 
MEANS .. 
INCLUDING NATURALLY OUR 
OWN STAFF WORKERS. 
(Continued next month) 


The Colored Christ 


The colored Christ is crucified 

On every city Calvary; 

And I have seen Him mocked and 
tried 

And comfortless in agony. 


In drafty flats, Gethsemanes, 

There weeps the colored Christ ir 
pain. 

I see Him scourged in factories, 

And thorn-crowned in the subway 
train. 


He has a heavy cross to bear; 
No Simon comes to take it up. 
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The insults of the foreman’s sneer 


Is bitter vinegar to sup. 


And these are nails to pierce His 
feet— 

The hours of standing in the cold. 

The cross is reared in every street 


Where lies and mocking jests are | 


told. 


The colored Christ is crucified 

On every city Calvary; 

And I have seen Him mocked and 
tried 

And,comfortless in agony. 


Bro. Michael Moakler, S.M. 


Interior Decoration 
(Continued from page 7) 


coveries—dried lima beans cooked | : 


and mixed with celery, pickles and 
green peppers are substantial and 
interesting. 

Canned fruit is my greatest dif- 
ficulty right now and I am going 
to take that matter up with Blessed 
Martin one of these days, toc. 











